

April 8, 2025
Dr. Ernest
Fax#: 989-466-5956
RE:  Larry Hanley
DOB:  07/30/1950
Dear Dr. Ernest:

This is a followup visit for Mr. Hanley with stage IV chronic kidney disease, hypertension, right-sided heart failure and history of prior nephrectomy.  His last visit was January 7, 2025.  He was in the emergency room in Alma on April 7th at 2:30 a.m. actually was treated and released and he was having significant nausea, vomiting and also diarrhea.  They had Zofran at home, but it was not helping so he was brought to the ER.  He did receive IV hydration, felt quite a bit better after that and then was able to be released home and Compazine was given instead of the Zofran for nausea and he is feeling much better today.  He denies current nausea or vomiting.  No current diarrhea.  He does have chronic ascites and is getting weekly paracentesis procedures done without that he is unable to bend over because they are taking about 800 mL of fluid out with each paracentesis it does help his breathing he reports.  He does have chronic edema of the lower extremities up into his thighs.  No current chest pain.  He has got chronic dyspnea on exertion some at rest also and he has a chronic left-sided pleural effusion also with diminished breath sounds on that side.  He does have an AV fistula on the right side, which would be ready to use at the time that he needs dialysis.
Medications:  Medication list is reviewed.  I want highlight the Bumex 2 mg twice a day, carvedilol 3.125 mg twice a day, hydralazine 100 mg every eight hours, also he is on Tresiba 40 units at bedtime, Zoloft is 25 mg daily, regular insulin, Lipitor, iron, calcium acetate 667 mg before each meal and Cardura 4 mg at bedtime.
Physical Exam:  Weight 235 pounds and that is an 8-pound decrease in the last three months, pulse 65 and blood pressure in the left arm 120/62 large adult cuff.  Neck is supple.  Lungs have diminished breath sounds on the left and the right is clear.  Heart has an increased S2 currently it is regular.  Abdomen is obese but soft.  He does have 4+ edema from toes above midway up each thigh.
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Labs:  Lab studies were done 04/06/2025, creatinine is 3.34 that is stable, his corrected calcium 8.66, albumin is 2.8, sodium 140, potassium 4.2, carbon dioxide 27 and lipase level normal at 28.  Liver enzymes were normal.  Hemoglobin is 9.8 and hematocrit is 30.5.  Normal white count and normal platelets.
Assessment and Plan:
1. Stage IV chronic kidney disease with recent episode of vomiting and diarrhea for 24 hours that did resolve so we will continue to have monthly lab studies done.
2. Hypertension currently well controlled.
3. Right-sided heart failure with chronic ascites and chronic left pleural effusion and severe edema of the lower extremities.  We will continue all current medications and he will have a followup visit with this practice in the next two months.
All above issues were discussed with the patient.  Education provided, questions answered to patient's satisfaction.  Patient verbalized understanding.

Sincerely,

JOSE MARY STUNER, CNP/JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
JF/vv
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